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Nation’s highest directors [decorations],” in-
cluding 19 recipients of the Medal of Honor.
You—a distinguished history, and you're
making history yourselves. Sometimes it’s
hard to forecast what the history pages are
going to see when you're right in the midst
of it all. Sometimes it’s hard to judge how
the 3d Army will be talked about by future
Presidents when you're in the midst of pro-
tecting the country, when you’re in the midst
of dealing in a dangerous region.

But I want to tell you what the history will
say. The history will say, it was when you
were called upon, you served, and the service
you rendered was absolutely necessary to de-
feat an enemy overseas so we do not have
to face them here at home. It will say loud
and clear that this military, comprised of
brave men and women who sacrificed on be-
half of a noble cause called peace—the men
and women of this military understood that
we're in an ideological struggle; that we’re
facing coldblooded murderers who kill the
innocent to achieve their hateful vision of a
future.

And they understood, history will show
that those who wore the uniform in the be-
ginning of the 21st century understood a
timeless truth: that the ideology of—based
upon liberty is necessary for peace; that in
this ideological struggle, on the short term,
we will find and bring the enemies to justice.
But in the long term, the best way to defeat
the ideology of hate is one with an ideology
of hope, and that’s one with liberty at its fun-
damental core.

It’s hard work that youre doing, but it’s
necessary work. It’s hard to be away from
your home, but that’s a soldier’s life. When
you get to e-mailing your family, you tell
them I check in with you. [Laughter] And
you're looking pretty good. It looks like you
haven’t missed a meal. [Laughter] But you
also tell them that the message I brought was,
they're in this fight as well. And the citizens
of the United States of America respect our
military, and we respect our military families.
And this Government will make sure that our
families have a good life, with good support,
when you're deployed overseas.

* White House correction.

And so I thank you for what you're doing.
There is no doubt in my mind that we will
succeed. There is no doubt in my mind, when
history was written, the final page will say,
victory was achieved by the United States of
America for the good of the world; that by
doing the hard work now, we can look back
and say, the United States of America is more
secure and generations of Americans will be
able to live in peace.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Command Sgt. Maj. Don
Harbin, USA, command sergeant major, Area
Support Group—Kuwait; Lt. Gen. James L.
Lovelace, USA, commanding general, 3d Army;
and Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq.
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The President. 1 want to thank these la-
dies from Kuwait for joining me and the
Charge. I'm really looking forward to the
conversation. Laura had met with some be-
fore and came back very impressed by the
spirit and desire of Kuwaiti women to be full
participants in Kuwaiti society.

First, I'd like to thank His Highness for
his hospitality. Secondly, last night in a con-
versation with His Highness, I said, “Any re-
grets about having women vote in elections
and run for elections?” He said, “Absolutely
not.” He said, “Our society is enriched by
the participation of our women.” And he’s
right. All societies are enriched by the par-
ticipation of women. I happen to believe very
strongly in the freedom agenda, and I think
an integral part of that agenda is making sure
that all participants in society have got an
equal voice.

And one of the interesting—I think when
people look back at the history of the Middle
East and history of the world, it’s going to
be women who helped lead the freedom
agenda. And it’s happening right here in Ku-
wait. We've had people here at the table who
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ran for Kuwaiti parliament. And Jenan ran;
she said—I told her the first race I ever ran,
I lost. [Laughter]. And she said, “Well, the
first race I ever ran, I lost too.” But she in-
tends to win next time around.

And so I appreciate you all coming. I'm
honored to be with you. We want to help.
Part of our democracy agenda, of course, is
the empowerment of women.

And so thank you for taking time. Doctor,
would you like to have a few comments?

Former Health Minister Maasouma Al-
Mubarak of Kuwait. Of course. First of all,
we'd like to welcome you, Mr. President. As
you probably watched our media this morn-
ing, the media said that we are saying it from
the deep of our hearts: Welcome, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.

Ms. Al-Mubarak. Definitely, we Kuwaitis
look with great appreciation to the role that
the American people played in the liberation
of Kuwait, and we remember with great ap-
preciation your father role, Mr. Bush. And
we call him here in Kuwait, Bu Abdullah.
That means he’s so close to us, and the role
that he played, really still and forever, we
remember it as Kuwaitis.

And looking to the domestic issues in Ku-
wait, and especially the freedom that we are
enjoying, looking to this group of ladies that
are gathered totally by the Embassy, this is
something that you don’t have it much in lots
of the countries and rarely in the Middle
Eastern countries. Our Government has
nothing to do with the gathering and nothing
to do with this election of the people. And
that gives a great idea that we speak our
minds; we speak our hearts. And we are so
glad to be with you, Mr. President.

And regarding the issues, really we have
in mind, Mr. President, as women and as
mothers, we're really asking you, as a person
and as the leader of the great United States,
for—to put an end for the agony of mothers
in Kuwait, for the people, and for our fellow
citizens in Guantanamo. And we are sure that
your human feelings so much with us in that,
and we need really your role and your assist-
ance in that regard.

And also, as citizens and people from this
region, we deserve to live in peace. We are
looking forward to live in peace. We are real-

ly—not only in Kuwait but in the whole re-
gion, this region, the Gulf region, suffered
for years and years from—suffering from the
wars and the impact of the wars. And we
need your assistance, your help, your good
will to have peace in this part of the world.
And as you've played lots of roles in having
peace and security in lot of part of the
world—you, your father, and the other Presi-
dent.

Again, welcome, Mr. President.

The President. Thank you. Thanks.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. at the
U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he referred to Dep-
uty Chief of Mission and Charge d’Affaires Alan
Misenheimer of the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait;
Amir Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah of Kuwait;
and Jenan Boushehri, former candidate for the
Kuwait Municipal Council.
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Your Majesty, thank you very much for be-
stowing upon me the award. I'm most hon-
ored. I accept it on behalf of the people of
the United States of America. I also thank
you and the Crown Prince and the Prime
Minister for your gracious hospitality. I am
really honored to be the first U.S. sitting
President to have visited your country. Per-
haps I should say, it’s about time.

The American people have a long friend-
ship with the people of Bahrain. For decades,
Bahrain has welcomed the United States
Navy and is now home to our 5th Fleet. Two
years ago, I was pleased to sign legislation
that strengthened our friendship and our re-
lationship. It was the free trade agreement
with Bahrain; it's America’s first such agree-
ment with any nation in the Gulf. This agree-
ment is helping to pave way to freer and fair-
er trade between our countries so we can
create jobs and opportunity and hope in both
our lands.

Our two nations share a common vision
for the future of the Middle East. Through
our alliance, we share the burdens and risks
of maintaining security as well as defending
freedom throughout the region. We also be-
lieve in the power of democratic reform.



